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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Tenth Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Thursday, October 16th, 2025
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on October 16th, 2025, at 5:02 PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Harvey
ii. Senator Humble
iii. Senator Lun
iv. Senator Martin
c. Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved.
4. Guest and Student Speakers
a. None.
5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. Going forward, students will have more of a say in concerts. 
ii. Exec met with Caboni yesterday, and we discussed the nursing program, parking, and dirty windows at DSU.
iii. Pink Walk will be on Wednesday at 4pm.
iv. Phi Beta Sigma will be hosting Sleep Out for the Homeless tonight.
v. [bookmark: _Int_OZw34Mi5]The strength of weak ties- more people get jobs from acquaintances than close friends. This applies to SGA. My challenge is for you to create 3 weak ties over this next week. 
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i.  Good to be back!
ii. We have three high school tours for the Bowling Green High Schools. 
iii. If you are from Kentucky or Tennessee, please let your high school know about the scholarships.
iv. [bookmark: _Int_IDVnQEOa]Thank you for helping spread the word about the scholarships!
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon
i. Shout out to those on the Org Aid committee.
ii. Reach out to me about spending money!
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i. No report.
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins
i. SGA polos should be delivered by Wednesday. 
ii. [bookmark: _Int_rGO40rgW]New swipe it forward program marketing materials are coming up!
iii. We have posters for the Pink Walk and Pumpkin Carving Contest.
iv. I will not be here next week. My challenge for you is to take photos and send them to me next week!
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple
i. Get those October office hours!
ii. We will vote on the senator of the month at the end of October.
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. Reminder to send your committee meeting minutes to my topper email. 
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas
i. We reviewed two bills this week.
ii. We will not meet this coming week. 
iii. I met with Hadley yesterday.
iv. Shoutout the birthday box team!.  
b. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker 
i. I met with the Provost- he is starting to work on getting computers and printers in residence halls and improve study spaces and with the facility department about 24 hour spaces
c. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. We will start meeting with two RSOs a month. 
d. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck 
i. No report. 
e. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. The Pumpkin Carving Contest is next week!
ii. [bookmark: _Int_s5ITSIaN]We would love to have volunteers to help us out!
iii. We are planning a south lawn SGA fest with karaoke and games. 
iv. We are planning a “Know Your Rights” event with Delta Sigma Theta. 
f. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. It is dating and domestic violence awareness month!
ii. We have a bill and resolution in New Business. 
g. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i.  Thank you for passing the Pink Walk bill. I am super excited for Wednesday!
ii. We are finalizing the Veteran’s Day 5k. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Blake Graham 
i. JC meets on Wednesdays biweekly.
b. Swearing In: Blake Graham
i. None. 
c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1. Next meeting is Tuesday. 
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. No report. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price
1. Senator Ismail won the Holly Award- she is the individual champion of a two-day competition. 
2. There is a soccer game tonight! 
3. Support teams besides just the football team!
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. The meeting is next week.  
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
1.  No report. 
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: TBD
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. The meeting is next week. 
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
1. Next meeting is October 21st.
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. No report.
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report.
8. Unfinished Business
a. Bill 8-25-F. Funding for the Western Kentucky University Food Pantry
· Senator Marshall moved to strike this bill
· Seconded by Senator Lucas
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
b. Bill 10-25-F. Organizational Aid Funding Fall 2025
· Presented by Chief Financial Officer Jerdon
· No questions, negation, or a
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
9. New Business
a. Bill 11-25-F. Funding for the “Toppers Talk About It” Mental Health Awareness Week in November 2025
b. Resolution 3-25-F. Resolution to Support “Flipping the Script”: Faculty-Student Mental Wellness Panel
10. Announcements 
a. Senator Ismail gave Preston a shout out for the Pumpkin Carving Contest video!
b. Senator Marshall announced he is in talks with other athletic teams to talk about SGA.
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Barker made a motion to adjourn. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Lucas. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 5:31pm 






First Reading: 9/23/2025
Second Reading: 9/30/2025
Pass: 
Fail: 
Other: 
Bill 8-25-F. Funding for the Western Kentucky University Food Pantry 
PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $500.00 for the WKU Food Pantry
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and 
WHEREAS: 		The WKU Food Pantry is a free resource for all students and operates off of donations from campus organizations and local donors, and 
WHEREAS: 		Allocated funds from this bill will be used to purchase hygiene products like tampons (864), pads (1,056), toothbrushes (300), toothpaste (30), shampoo and conditioner (40 sets), which are often expensive yet much needed items, and 
WHEREAS: 		In addition to the Student Government Association’s contributions, a donation drive will be organized to collect hygiene items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, etc., and 
WHEREAS: 		Students will receive one service hour per two supplies donated with a maximum of 5 service hours offered, and 
WHEREAS: 	Donations can be dropped off in the SGA office and signed service hour forms will be available for pick-up, and 
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $500.00 towards the WKU Food Pantry. 

AUTHORS: 		Caroline Yates, College of Education and Behavioral Sciences Senator
Jaden Marshall, ISEC Senator
Will Derryberry, Sophomore Senator
SPONSORS: 		Enrollment and Student Experience Committee
CONTACTS: 		Dr. Leslie North, leslie.north@wku.edu
First Reading: 10/9/2025
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail:
Other:
Bill 10-25-F. Organizational Aid Funding Fall 2025

PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate funding to the selected Registered Student Organizations (RSOs).
WHEREAS: 		$10,000.00 from the Organizational Aid Budget will be allocated to the following RSOs: WKU Snowtoppers, Elevated Faith Ministry, Dance Big Red, Hilltoppers Vote Coalition, Young Life, Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc., Pre-Law Student Association, Balance Box Project, WKU Club Tennis, Hobby Horses, Dungeons and Dragons Club of WKU, Amnesty International, American Institute of Architecture Students, Minority/Black Women of Western, Horticulture Club, STEMPOWERMENT, The Forge, Financial Planning Association, United Muslim Association, Rock Climbing Club, National Pan-Hellenic Council, Association of General Contractors, Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Mock Trial, Women in Physics Club, Women in Film, WKU Redshirts, Block and Bridle, Hilltopper Organization of Latin American Students, Habitat for Humanity, Korean Pop Culture Club, WKU Women’s Lacrosse Club, Asian American Association, Topper Student Ministry, Women in Science and Engineering, Ultimate Frisbee Club, Rho Lambda, Honors Social Planning Board, Black Student Alliance, Educator’s Rising Collegiate, PCAL Dean’s Council of Students, WKU Equestrian Team, Sigma Tau Delta International English Honors Society, Big Red Rocketry Association, Feminist Student Union, Pre-Physical Therapy Club, Financial Management Association, Why Knot Us Black Male Initiative, International Interior Design Association, HonorsToppers Ambassadors, CRU, Student Affairs Graduate Association, Chinese Music Club, Men’s Club Soccer, Geology Club, Chinese Club, African Student Union, American Marketing Association, Student Accessibility Ambassadors, Delta Sigma Pi, Beta Alpha Psi, Psychological Sciences Club, Pre-Dental Club, Ecology and Conservation Club, Student Rural Health Association, Deaf & Hard of Hearing, WKU Spirit Masters, Topper Orientation Program, First Generation Student Association, Queer Student Union, Katherine Y Brown Leadership Academy, Sigma Alpha Iota, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., WKU Fencing Club, Pickleball Club, Recreation Majors Club, Alpha Epsilon Rho, Women in Business, and

WHEREAS:		The Organizational Aid Board has conducted careful analysis of the submitted applications, finding respective financial need in all Registered Student Organizations listed above, and 

WHEREAS:		Each Registered Student Organization shall be granted an allocation between $50 and  $500, and

THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $10,000.00 from the Organizational Aid budget to the aforementioned Registered Student Organizations. 

AUTHORS:		Gabriel Jerdon, Chief Financial Officer
Caden Lucas, Organizational Aid Board Member
			Garrett Price, Organizational Aid Board Member
			Will Derryberry, Organizational Aid Board Member
			Amelia Tucker, Organizational Aid Board Member
			Ethan Vietze, Organizational Aid Board Member
			Jakob Barker, Organizational Aid Board Member
			Jaden Marshall, Organizational Aid Board Member

SPONSORS:		Organizational Aid Board
Legislative Operations Committee

CONTACTS:		OrganizationalAid Board, gabriel.jerdon982@topper.wku.edu (Chair)
Andrew Rash, andrew.rash@wku.edu


























First Reading: 
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail:
Other:
Bill 11-25-F. Funding for the “Toppers Talk About It” Mental Health Awareness Week in November 2025 

PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $51.94 to purchase chalk and fidget toys for tabling and events during “Toppers Talk About It” Mental Health Awareness Week, 
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS:		The allocated funds from this bill will be used to purchase chalk and fidget toys to be given out at the tabling  events during the week of  November 3rd - 7th, and
WHEREAS: 		Tabling will take place in front of DSU, Centennial Mall, and other high-traffic areas, around 10 AM - 2 PM each day, and 
WHEREAS: 		The Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee will reach out to campus departments and local partners to co-host tables, contribute other free items for tabling, provide handouts, or help lead interactive tabling activities, and 
WHEREAS:		Monday, November 3rd, will be the “Chalk-the-Walk” for the Mental Health tabling event, Tuesday, November 4th, will be the “Get Comfy with the Convo” PJ day and tabling event, Wednesday, November 5th, will be the “Take What You Need” Sticky Note Wall tabling event, Thursday, November 6th, will be the “Flipping the Script”: Faculty-Student Mental Wellness Panel, and Friday, November 7th, will be the “Self Love and Self Care” tabling event, and with the final day of the “Toppers Talk About It” video series. 
WHEREAS: 		The “Toppers Talk About It” will help raise awareness, reduce stigma, and create a supportive campus culture through open dialogue, peer storytelling, and resource accessibility. 
WHEREAS: 		This week is an important opportunity to highlight campus resources and healthy coping strategies in an accessible format prior to finals season. 

THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $51.94 to purchase chalk and fidget toys for tabling and events during “Toppers Talk About It” Mental Health Awareness Week.

AUTHORS:		Veronica Butler, Senator At-Large
Miles Harvey, Senator At-Large
Zoe Martin, Senator At-Large
Karlee Powell, Gordon Ford College of Business Senator
Kiersten Washington, WKU Student

SPONSORS:		Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee


CONTACTS:		Dr. Jay Gabbard, Department of Social Work 





First Reading:		
Second Reading:	
Pass:	
Fail: 		
Other:

Resolution 3-25-F. Resolution to Support “Flipping the Script”: Faculty-Student Mental Wellness Panel

PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to support the “Flipping the Script”: Faculty-Student Mental Wellness Panel held on November 6, 2025.

WHEREAS:	Helping our students starts with connecting them to the right resources, and helping those resources understand what students actually need, and

WHEREAS: 	The SGA Student Mental Health and Wellbeing committee will host and moderate a two-part panel event, and

WHEREAS: 	The first half will be a Faculty-to-Student panel where WKU faculty and staff from key on-campus offices and programs, such as the Counseling Center, SARC, and Psych Clinic, will answer pre-submitted and live questions from students, and

WHEREAS:	The panel will “flip” after the initial panel, and faculty will remain in the audience as pre-selected student leaders take the stage to answer questions and share their experiences, and

WHEREAS: 	This event will allow students and faculty to learn directly from each other, improve communication around on-campus mental wellness, and increase awareness of resources available on campus, and

WHEREAS:	The video will be livestreamed and uploaded to the Student Government Association’s YouTube page so that students not in attendance can view the resource later, and

THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University supports the “Flipping the Script”: Faculty-Student Mental Wellness Panel held on November 6, 2025.

AUTHORS:		Veronica Butler, Senator At-Large
Miles Harvey, Senator At-Large
Zoe Martin, Senator At-Large
Karlee Powell, GFCB Senator
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