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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Eleventh Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Tuesday, October 28th, 2025
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on October 28th, 2025, at 5:02 PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Ocampo
ii. Senator Pace
iii. Senator Price
iv. Senator Reineck
c. [bookmark: _Int_HeWRA8Gg]Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved.
4. Guest and Student Speakers
a. N/A
5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. Did anyone make any connections? Strength of small ties.
ii. When you are sending a request, please include the bill that was passed, the amazon links, and the total amount you expect the bill to be. 
iii. The government is shut down right now, so EBT will be affected after November 1st. If you know anyone affected, please send them my way and I will connect them to resources.  
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i. Thank you for participating in the Pink Walk.
ii. Reminder that the scholarship deadline is approaching!
iii. I have most of the high school tours finalized and will send out signups.
iv. Appointment of Senator Adigoju to Graduate Advisory Council.
1. Voice Vote
a. Unanimous Yes
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon 
i. The org aid has been sent to accounts payable.
ii. CC me on requests to Megan. 
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i. [bookmark: _Int_ABtCvr3v]New office hours form in the office. 
ii. Use the coffee machine this week!
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins
i. I will be catching up on emails today and tomorrow. 
ii. If you took photos at the Pink Walk or Pumpkin Carving event, please send them to me.
iii. If you are graduating this fall or spring, please fill out the form in your email. 
iv. Pick up your polo!
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple
i. Vote for senator of the month. 
ii. Get your office hours turned in by next Tuesday.
iii. I officially state the Legislative Operations Committee as the Bylaws Review Committee.
1. Appointment of Caden Lucas as Chair of the Bylaws Committee
a. Voice Vote
i. Unanimous Yes
2. Appointment of Senator Butler and Senator Barker to Bylaws Review Committee.
a. Voice Vote
i. Unanimous Yes
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. [bookmark: _Int_TLWuJWFk]Reminder to send your committee meeting minutes to my topper email. 
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas
i. We have reviewed 23 bills this semester.
ii. Send legislation by 4pm on Mondays.
iii. Reminder to edit and send your bill right after LOC. 
iv. I met with Chief Justice Graham to discuss the Constitution and Bylaws. 
v. I met with APV to continue discussion of a digital ID system. 
vi. I will send out a google form to you tomorrow to give you an opportunity to tell us what you think needs to be reviewed. 
b. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker 
i. Tell people to apply for scholarships!
ii. I spoke at the RA training/retreat and they did not know of our resources, so please continue spreading the word. 
iii. There will be extended hours for finals week in the commons!
c. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. I hope pomping is going good! I’m excited to see all of the floats!
ii. Talk to your peers and professors about what they want to see!
iii. We are starting to reach out to people involved with RSOs to give SGA presentations. 
iv. Come to our committee if you need PR.
d. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck 
i. No report. 
e. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. Happy Halloween week!
ii. Shout out to Senator Rettig for working incredibly hard this semester! She had a transfer event today. 
iii. Shout out to Grace and Senator Petruska!
iv. The Pumpkin Carving event helped us raise over $500 for Hope Harbor.
v. Know Your Rights November
vi. Be appreciative of your seat in the Senate and stay present! 
f. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. We will be meeting tonight after the senate meeting. 
ii. We will be presenting a bill and resolution today.
g. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i. Thank you to Savanna for the Pink Walk!
ii. Be on the lookout for the 5k bill.
iii. My committee will be working on an event to volunteer at a local nursing home.
iv. [bookmark: _Int_HfOSkoTI]I met with the Dean of CEBS and they are planning on breaking ground on a new building in July of 2026. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Blake Graham 
i. Chief Justice Graham is absent, so President Robinson will be conducting the swearing in.
b. Swearing In: Blake Graham
i. Senator Adidoju to Graduate Advisory Council.
ii. Senator Lucas to Chair of the Bylaws Review Committee.
iii. Senator Barker and Senator Butler to the Bylaws Revision Committee.
c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1. We met last Tuesday. The four-day week class proposal has been scrapped. 
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. No report. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price
1. No report.
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. No report. 
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
1. No report.
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: TBD
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. We met this afternoon and approved a new course. 
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
1. We have lots of courses being tweaked. 
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. We discussed why faculty feel like their jobs have become harder and found that mental health may be the problem. 
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report.
8. Unfinished Business
Bill 11-25-F. Funding for the “Toppers Talk About It” Mental Health Awareness Week in November 2025 
· Presented by Senator Butler, Senator Harvey, and Senator Powell
· Mental Health Awareness Week
· Senator Ismail motioned to amend the bill to include another pack of fidget toys.
· Taken as friendly by Senator Butler
· Voice Vote 
· Unanimous Yes
· No questions or speeches of affirmation/negation.
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
Resolution 3-25-F. Resolution to Support “Flipping the Script”: Faculty-Student Mental Wellness Panel
· Presented by Senator Butler
· Collaborative event to promote mental health resources for students and faculty that will be live streamed and posted to YouTube.
· Senator Ismail offered to have the Action and Opportunity Committee to Co-Sponsor bill.
· Taken as friendly by Senator Butler.
· Senator Barker applauded the Mental Health and Well-being Committee for working hard for this event!
· Senator Rettig spoke on how she loves that we are bringing this conversation to our campus. 
· Senator Tucker thanks the Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee for their work and encourages the Senate to participate. 
· No speeches in negation.
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
9. New Business
Resolution 4-25-F. Resolution to Support the Installation of Drinking Water Dispensers, Printers, and Computers within Residence Halls 
 
Resolution 5-25-F. Resolution to Support an Administrative Commitment to Establish and Maintain an Accessible 24-Hour Space on Campus
Bill 12-25-F. Funding for 2 Student Exercise and Work Stations in the Raymond B. Preston Health and Activities Center.
Bill 13-25-F. Funding for WKU Food Pantry Essentials
10. Announcements
a. [bookmark: _Int_ciM7qByF]Chief Finance Officer Jerdon shouted out Senator Powell for helping him with a tour. 
b. [bookmark: _Int_qMwSJi3D]Senator Humble announced he had two meetings for restaurant opportunities in the Honors College and that TOP applications are due soon.
c. Chief Operations Officer Yelton reminded everyone to pick up their polos.
d. Chief Communications Officer Jenkins encouraged people to reach out to him to be a part of the Toppers Talk About It series. 
e. Senator Lucas shared a story of how he showed people around the office. 
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Barker made a motion to adjourn. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Lucas. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 5:58pm 




First Reading:
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 11-25-F. Funding for the “Toppers Talk About It” Mental Health Awareness Week in November 2025
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $51.94 to purchase chalk and fidget toys for tabling and events during “Toppers Talk About It” Mental Health Awareness Week,
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: The allocated funds from this bill will be used to purchase chalk and fidget toys to be given out at the tabling events during the week of November 3rd - 7th, and
WHEREAS: Tabling will take place in front of DSU, Centennial Mall, and other high-traffic areas, around 10 AM - 2 PM each day, and
WHEREAS: The Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee will reach out to campus departments and local partners to co-host tables, contribute other free items for tabling, provide handouts, or help lead interactive tabling activities, and
WHEREAS: Monday, November 3rd, will be the “Chalk-the-Walk” for the Mental Health tabling event, Tuesday, November 4th, will be the “Get Comfy with the Convo” PJ day and tabling event, Wednesday, November 5th, will be the “Take What You Need” Sticky Note Wall tabling event, Thursday, November 6th, will be the “Flipping the Script”: Faculty-Student Mental Wellness Panel, and Friday, November 7th, will be the “Self Love and Self Care” tabling event, and with the final day of the “Toppers Talk About It” video series.
WHEREAS: The “Toppers Talk About It” will help raise awareness, reduce stigma, and create a supportive campus culture through open dialogue, peer storytelling, and resource accessibility.
WHEREAS: This week is an important opportunity to highlight campus resources and healthy coping strategies in an accessible format prior to finals season.
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $51.94 to purchase chalk and fidget toys for tabling and events during “Toppers Talk About It” Mental Health Awareness Week.
AUTHORS: Veronica Butler, Senator At-Large
Miles Harvey, Senator At-Large
Zoe Martin, Senator At-Large
Karlee Powell, Gordon Ford College of Business Senator
Kiersten Washington, WKU Student
SPONSORS: Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee
CONTACTS: Dr. Jay Gabbard, Department of Social Work



First Reading:
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Resolution 3-25-F. Resolution to Support “Flipping the Script”: Faculty-Student Mental Wellness Panel
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to support the “Flipping the Script”: Faculty-Student Mental Wellness Panel held on November 6, 2025.
WHEREAS: Helping our students starts with connecting them to the right resources, and helping those resources understand what students actually need, and
WHEREAS: The SGA Student Mental Health and Wellbeing committee will host and moderate a two-part panel event, and
WHEREAS: The first half will be a Faculty-to-Student panel where WKU faculty and staff from key on-campus offices and programs, such as the Counseling Center, SARC, and Psych Clinic, will answer pre-submitted and live questions from students, and
WHEREAS: The panel will “flip” after the initial panel, and faculty will remain in the audience as pre-selected student leaders take the stage to answer questions and share their experiences, and
WHEREAS: This event will allow students and faculty to learn directly from each other, improve communication around on-campus mental wellness, and increase awareness of resources available on campus, and
WHEREAS: The video will be livestreamed and uploaded to the Student Government Association’s YouTube page so that students not in attendance can view the resource later, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University supports the “Flipping the Script”: Faculty-Student Mental Wellness Panel held on November 6, 2025.
AUTHORS: Veronica Butler, Senator At-Large
Miles Harvey, Senator At-Large
Zoe Martin, Senator At-Large
Karlee Powell, Gordon Ford College of Business Senator
Kiersten Washington, WKU Student
SPONSORS: Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee and Action and Opportunity Committee
CONTACTS: Dr. Jay Gabbard, Department of Social Work 



First Reading:
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Resolution 4-25-F. Resolution to Support the Installation of Drinking Water Dispensers, Printers, and Computers within Residence Halls
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
support the Installation of Drinking Water Dispensers, Printers, and Computers within Residence Halls.
WHEREAS: No residence hall on campus currently provides student access to printers or computers, and five (5) of the sixteen (16) open residence halls lack a functional water fountain, leaving many students without essential academic and wellness resources where they live, and
WHEREAS: These gaps in access limit students’ ability to complete coursework, stay hydrated and healthy, and study during overnight hours, and
WHEREAS: Access to clean drinking water is a basic necessity, and access to printers and computers is an academic necessity which together form the foundation of a supportive and sustainable living-learning environment, and
WHEREAS: Students have repeatedly expressed strong support for the addition of water dispensers, printers, and computers in residence halls through campus surveys, student feedback, and engagement with campus leaders, and
WHEREAS: Installing these resources represents a cost-effective and high-impact investment in student health, academic success, and overall quality of life, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will support the Installation of Drinking Water Dispensers, Printers, and Computers within Residence Halls.
AUTHORS: Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
William Derryberry, Sophomore Senator
Jaden Marshall, ISEC Senator
Miles VanRude, Senator-At-Large
Ethan Vietze, Ogden College Senator
Caroline Yates, CEBS Senator
SPONSORS: Enrollment and Student Experience Committee
Legislative Operations Committee CONTACTS: Dr. Bud Fischer, Provost; bud.fischer@wku.edu



First Reading:
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Resolution 5-25-F. Resolution to Support an Administrative Commitment to Establish and Maintain an Accessible 24-Hour Space on Campus
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
support a University-Wide Pledge to Establish and Maintain an Accessible 24-Hour Space on Campus.
WHEREAS: Benchmark institutions across the commonwealth maintain at least one 24-hour or overnight study space open to all students, demonstrating a standard of accessibility that WKU does not currently achieve, and
WHEREAS: Western Kentucky University students frequently balance demanding academic, work, and extracurricular schedules that often require studying and conducting research beyond traditional building hours, particularly for non-traditional students, and
WHEREAS: The absence of a designated overnight study or research space has forced many students to work in unsafe or inconvenient environments, creating barriers to academic success, collaboration, and innovation, and
WHEREAS: Western Kentucky University has publicly expressed its goal of achieving R2: High Research Activity classification, yet currently lacks a 24-hour facility that enables students or undergraduate researchers to engage in sustained research, collaboration, and data analysis outside of standard operating hours, and
WHEREAS: Providing such a space aligns with the University’s mission to foster academic excellence, student development, and a campus experience that meets the evolving needs of its students while also strengthening Western Kentucky University’s academic reputation, research capacity, and competitive standing among benchmark institutions, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University support an Administrative Commitment to Establish and Maintain an Accessible 24-Hour Space on Campus.
AUTHORS: Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
William Derryberry, Sophomore Senator
Jaden Marshall, ISEC Senator
Miles VanRude, Senator-At-Large
Ethan Vietze, Ogden College Senator
Caroline Yates, CEBS Senator
SPONSORS: Enrollment and Student Experience Committee
Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: Dr. Bud Fischer, Provost - bud.fischer@wku.edu



First Reading:
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 12-25-F. Funding for 2 Student Exercise and Work Stations in the Raymond B. Preston Health and Activities Center.
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $299.96 for the purchase of 2 Student Exercise and Work Stations (walking pads with desk attachments) for the Raymond B. Preston Health and Activities Center (Preston/Preston Center)
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: It’s been proven that Students who are engaging both their bodies and minds tend to perform better academically, and
WHEREAS: The Preston Center staff are poised to see needs in student experiences pertaining to health and wellness, and
WHEREAS: 2 sets of walking pads and attachable desks will be bought and placed on the second floor of the Preston Center, facing the large windows that overlook South Lawn, in order to create a peaceful environment for students to workout while working on school work, and
WHEREAS: This space (the open area outside of the Group X room) has been left to wayside when it comes to student usage and the walking pads and desks would revitalize the space for students, without taking up space from previously designated space for exercising, and
WHEREAS: The walking pads and desks would operate similarly to the study rooms in the Commons and Helm Library, able to be used by students without reservation anytime the Preston Center is open, but able to be reserved for specific times, and
WHEREAS: The walking pads and desks would be overseen and maintained by the Preston Center staff, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $299.96 to purchase Student Exercise and Workstations for the Raymond B. Preston Health and Activities Center.
AUTHORS: Senator Amelia R. Tucker
Emma Betz - Campus Recreation and Wellness Student Worker
SPONSORS: Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: Julia Mailman- julia.mailman@wku.edu
Fitness and Wellness Coordinator for Campus Recreation and Wellness



First Reading:
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 13-25-F. Funding for WKU Food Pantry Essentials
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $123.00 for the purchase of WKU Food Pantry Essentials.
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: The WKU Food Pantry regularly uses essential items like prepackaged granola bars and trail mix, that can be eaten with no preparation needed and are shelf-stable, to give to students who are facing immediate hunger needs when visiting the food pantry, and
WHEREAS: Upon recent visit the food pantry was completely out of these items that meet the needs of students in a real and tangible way, and
WHEREAS: The money will be used to purchase 144 packages of Trail Mix and 288 Granola Bars to be donated to the food pantry to given to students who are hungry, and
WHEREAS: Hunger is an issue that plagues our world, and we have a responsibility as fellow students and a University to ensure students have the resources they need to be successful, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $123.00 for WKU Food Pantry Essentials
AUTHORS: Senator Amelia Tucker
SPONSORS: Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: Dr. Leslie North, Office of Sustainability Director
leslie.north@wku.edu
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