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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Twelfth Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Tuesday, November 4th, 2025
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on November 4th, 2025, at 5:00 PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Lee
ii. Senator Price
c. [bookmark: _Int_HeWRA8Gg]Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved.
·  Motion to move out of Bylaws by Senator Barker
· Seconded by Senator Barker
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
· Motion to move Bill 12-25-F by Senator Lucas
· Seconded by Senator Barker
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
· Motion to move Bill 18-25-F by Senator Rettig
· Seconded by Senator Powell
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
· Motion to move out of Bylaws by Senator Lucas
· Seconded by Senator Lucas
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
4. Guest and Student Speakers
a. N/A
5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. Only CCO Jenkins should send student-all emails.
ii. Swipe it forward is live! Good job!
iii. Appointed Jacob Thomas to Senior Senator.
1. Voice Vote
a. Unanimous Yes
iv. Appointed Tyresha Morris to First Generation Senator.
1. Voice Vote 
a. Unanimous Yes
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i. Scholarships are due in 10 days!
ii. I met with Dr. Laroche last week. She is interested is creating a sensory room/ comfort space and will need help. 
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon 
i. Budget is updated.
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i. Send the link to share a swipe!
ii. Org Aid pick up is available in the office now!
iii. We are out of ID vouchers. We will have more next semester. 
iv. Dec. 2nd is our Christmas Party!
v. Please pick up your polos!
vi. If you want to use the office space, please coordinate it with me. 
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins
i. Swipe it forward is live! This is a very important program, so share it. 
ii. Spread the word about scholarships. 
iii. I want to echo what President Robinson about sending student-all emails are run through me. 
iv. The column will be painted in the next couple of weeks. 
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple
i. We have three senate meetings until the Christmas Party, so work ahead so you do not have to move up bills. 
ii. I am missing 12 senators' office hours. 
iii. Committee heads will see me after the meeting. 
iv. The senator of the month is Amelia Tucker!
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. Turn in meeting minutes. 
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas
i. Great job on bills!
ii. Congratulations to the new senators!
iii. LOC meets at 4:30pm on Mondays.
iv. Veronica and I were able to meet with Chief Walker of WKU PD to discuss ideas about collaborating. 
b. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker 
i. Scholarships are due November 14th. 
ii. I am sending an email for tabling and grading. 
c. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. We went over the meeting notes with CCO Jenkins.
ii. We are visiting Snowtoppers and if you want us to visit your student organization let us know. 
iii. We went over strengths and weaknesses. 
iv. Shout out CCO Jenkins for putting in the work!
d. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck 
i. I am currently working on a survey for housing and maintenance.
ii. Be on the lookout for a pickleball bill.
e. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. Congratulations to the two new senators!
ii. I have a meeting with the BSA to discuss the last Hope Harbor event. 
iii. We are working on an initiative for Know Your Rights November. 
iv. Be there for those around you because the holidays are hard for some people!
f. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. I had a meeting with President Robinson, and we decided to push back our Toppers Talk About It week. 
ii. Senator Powell and I are meeting with WKU Restaurant Group to make more inclusive meal swipe options. 
g. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i. We have a bill on the agenda.
ii. We are working on two community Christmas events. 
h. Bylaw Review Committee: Caden Lucas
i. Read the bylaws and use our form to submit ideas for revisions. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Blake Graham 
i. I hope you had a great homecoming week!
ii. We will be selecting the new Chief Justice next week as I will be graduating in December. 
iii. Get your office hours in or I will be reaching out to you!
b. Swearing In: Blake Graham
Jacob Thomas to Senior Senator
Tyresha Morris to First Generation Senator
c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1. No report.  
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. No report. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price
1. No report.
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. Next meeting is tomorrow. 
2. If you get a parking ticket and you think you should not have, submit an appeal. 
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
1. No report.
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: Senator Adigoju
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. No report. 
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
1. No report. 
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. No report. 
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report.
8. Unfinished Business
Resolution 4-25-F. Resolution to Support the Installation of Drinking Water Dispensers, Printers, and Computers within Residence Halls 

· Presented by Senator Barker, Senator Derryberry, Senator Vietze, Senator Yates, Senator Marshall, and Senator VanRude
· No questions. 
· Senator Butler spoke in affirmation about how our students are in need of water in the residence halls. 
· No negation.
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
 
Resolution 5-25-F. Resolution to Support an Administrative Commitment to Establish and Maintain an Accessible 24-Hour Space on Campus
· Presented by Senator Barker, Senator Derryberry, Senator Vietze, Senator Yates, Senator Marshall, and Senator VanRude
· No questions. 
· Senator Humble spoke in affirmation about how ridiculous it is that we do not have a 24 hour workspace. As a student with ADHD, he finds a need to leave his apartment to study without distractions. 
· No negation. 
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
Bill 12-25-F. Funding for 2 Student Exercise and Workstations in the Raymond B. Preston Health and Activities Center.
· Presented by Senator Tucker
· Senator Terry questioned how Senator Tucker would choose to promote these machines. 
· Senator Terry questioned if this would be the right place for these or if the library would be a better option. 
· Senator Ricke questioned if the reservation would be on GroupX or through the desk. 
· Senator Yates spoke in affirmation about how this is an awesome bill and that it is the perfect place because the walking on the machines would be too loud for the libraries. 
· Senator Rettig spoke in affirmation by saying that students use the current treadmills in the Preston Center to study, but they are not big enough. 
· No negation.
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
Bill 13-25-F. Funding for WKU Food Pantry Essential
· Presented by Senator Tucker
· Senator Humble moves to amend Bill 13-25-F to move the total of the bill to $300.
· Senator Powell motions to amend Bill 13-25-F to move the total of the bill to $500.
· Senator Lucas motions to amend Bill 13-25-F to move the total of the bill to $623 to encompass the next bill. 
· Taken as friendly by Senator Tucker
· Senator Lucas spoke in affirmation to give Amelia a shoutout for her huge heart. 
· Senator Humble spoke in affirmation by telling of his experience.
· Senator Humble moves to amend Bill 13-25-F to say $750.
· Senator Marshall spoke in affirmation for Senator Tucker’s mic drop presentation.
· Senator Martin spoke in affirmation and told Senator Tucker about her donation drive.
· No negation.
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
Bill 15-25-F. Funding for Emergency Food Assistance for the WKU Food Pantry
· Senator Lucas motioned to strike Bill 15-25-F.
· Seconded by Senator Barker
Bill 18-25-F. A Bill to Fund Raffle Prizes for The Hive Tabling Event
· Presented by Senator Rettig
· [bookmark: _Int_FXJau8Gu]Senator Price motioned to amend Bill 18-25-F to change the verbage of the bill to “giveaway” instead of raffle. 
· Taken as friendly
· No questions.
· No affirmation.
· No negation.
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
9. New Business
Bill 14-25-F. Funding for the Veterans Day 5K Event 
Bill 16-25-F. Funding for the Borrow-an-Umbrella Program
Bill 17-25-F. Funding for the Go With the Flow Program and WKU Food Pantry Donation Drive
10. Announcements
a. Senator Marshall announced Iota Week. 
b. Senator Harvey announced to check out his and Jakob’s links for Bike4Alz.
c. Senator Powell shouted out Speaker of the Senate for receiving 1st Runner Up for Homecoming Queen. 
d. Senator Lucas announced the Presidential Speaker series is tonight. 
e. Chief Justice Graham announced the Pre-Law club’s event. 
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Barker made a motion to adjourn. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Lucas. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 6:03pm 




First Reading:	10/28/2025	
Second Reading:	
Pass:	
Fail: 		
Other:

Resolution 4-25-F. Resolution to Support the Installation of Drinking Water Dispensers, Printers, and Computers within Residence Halls 

PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to  
support the Installation of Drinking Water Dispensers, Printers, and Computers within Residence Halls.

WHEREAS:	No residence hall on campus currently provides student access to printers or computers, and five (5) of the sixteen (16) open residence halls lack a functional water fountain, leaving many students without essential academic and wellness resources where they live, and

WHEREAS:	These gaps in access limit students’ ability to complete coursework, stay hydrated and healthy, and study during overnight hours, and

WHEREAS:	Access to clean drinking water is a basic necessity, and access to printers and computers is an academic necessity which together form the foundation of a supportive and sustainable living-learning environment, and

WHEREAS:	Students have repeatedly expressed strong support for the addition of water dispensers, printers, and computers in residence halls through campus surveys, student feedback, and engagement with campus leaders, and

WHEREAS:	 Installing these resources represents a cost-effective and high-impact investment in student health, academic success, and overall quality of life, and

THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky 
University will support the Installation of Drinking Water Dispensers, Printers, and Computers within Residence Halls.

AUTHORS:		Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
William Derryberry, Sophomore Senator
Jaden Marshall, ISEC Senator
Miles VanRude, Senator-At-Large
Ethan Vietze, Ogden College Senator
Caroline Yates, CEBS Senator

SPONSORS:		Enrollment and Student Experience Committee
Legislative Operations Committee
Mental Health Committee
Campus Improvements and Sustainability Committee
CONTACTS:		Dr. Bud Fischer, Provost; bud.fischer@wku.edu



First Reading:	10/28/2025	
Second Reading:	
Pass:	
Fail: 		
Other:

Resolution 5-25-F. Resolution to Support an Administrative Commitment to Establish and Maintain an Accessible 24-Hour Space on Campus

PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to  
support a University-Wide Pledge to Establish and Maintain an Accessible 24-Hour Space on Campus.

WHEREAS:	Benchmark institutions across the commonwealth maintain at least one 24-hour or overnight study space open to all students, demonstrating a standard of accessibility that WKU does not currently achieve, and

WHEREAS:	Western Kentucky University students frequently balance demanding academic, work, and extracurricular schedules that often require studying and conducting research beyond traditional building hours, particularly for non-traditional students, and

WHEREAS: 	The absence of a designated overnight study or research space has forced many students to work in unsafe or inconvenient environments, creating barriers to academic success, collaboration, and innovation, and

WHEREAS:	Western Kentucky University has publicly expressed its goal of achieving R2: High Research Activity classification, yet currently lacks a 24-hour facility that enables students or undergraduate researchers to engage in sustained research, collaboration, and data analysis outside of standard operating hours, and

WHEREAS:	Providing such a space aligns with the University’s mission to foster academic excellence, student development, and a campus experience that meets the evolving needs of its students while also strengthening Western Kentucky University’s academic reputation, research capacity, and competitive standing among benchmark institutions, and

THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky 
University support an Administrative Commitment to Establish and Maintain an Accessible 24-Hour Space on Campus.

AUTHORS:		Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
William Derryberry, Sophomore Senator
Jaden Marshall, ISEC Senator
Miles VanRude, Senator-At-Large
Ethan Vietze, Ogden College Senator
Caroline Yates, CEBS Senator

SPONSORS:		Enrollment and Student Experience Committee	
Legislative Operations Committee
Mental Health Committee
Campus Improvements and Sustainability Committee


CONTACTS:		Dr. Bud Fischer, Provost - bud.fischer@wku.edu





































First Reading: 10/28/2025
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 12-25-F. Funding for 2 Student Exercise and Work Stations in the Raymond B. Preston Health and Activities Center.
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $299.96 for the purchase of 2 Student Exercise and Work Stations (walking pads with desk attachments) for the Raymond B. Preston Health and Activities Center (Preston/Preston Center)
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: 	It’s been proven that Students who are engaging both their bodies and minds tend to perform better academically, and
WHEREAS: 	The Preston Center staff are poised to see needs in student experiences pertaining to health and wellness, and
WHEREAS: 	2 sets of walking pads and attachable desks will be bought and placed on the second floor of the Preston Center, facing the large windows that overlook South Lawn, in order to create a peaceful environment for students to workout while working on school work, and
WHEREAS: 	This space (the open area outside of the Group X room) has been left to wayside when it comes to student usage and the walking pads and desks would revitalize the space for students, without taking up space from previously designated space for exercising, and
WHEREAS: 	The walking pads and desks would operate similarly to the study rooms in the Commons and Helm Library, able to be used by students without reservation anytime the Preston Center is open, but able to be reserved for specific times, and
WHEREAS: 	The walking pads and desks would be overseen and maintained by the Preston Center staff, and
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $299.96 to purchase Student Exercise and Workstations for the Raymond B. Preston Health and Activities Center.
AUTHORS: 		Senator Amelia R. Tucker
Emma Betz - Campus Recreation and Wellness Student Worker
SPONSORS: 		Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: 		Julia Mailman- julia.mailman@wku.edu
Fitness and Wellness Coordinator for Campus Recreation and Wellness








First Reading: 10/28/2025
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 13-25-F. Funding for WKU Food Pantry Essentials
PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to					allocate $750.00 for the purchase of WKU Food Pantry Essentials.
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: 	The WKU Food Pantry regularly uses essential items like prepackaged granola bars and trail mix, that can be eaten with no preparation needed and are shelf-stable, to give to students who are facing immediate hunger needs when visiting the food pantry, and
WHEREAS:	 Upon recent visit the food pantry was completely out of these items that meet the needs of students in a real and tangible way, and
WHEREAS: 	The money will be used to purchase 144 packages of Trail Mix and 288 Granola Bars to be donated to the food pantry to given to students who are hungry, and
WHEREAS: 	Hunger is an issue that plagues our world, and we have a responsibility as fellow students and a University to ensure students have the resources they need to be successful, and
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky					University will allocate $123.00 for WKU Food Pantry Essentials
AUTHORS: 		Senator Amelia Tucker
SPONSORS: 		Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: 		Dr. Leslie North, Office of Sustainability Director
leslie.north@wku.edu






 
First Reading:  11/4/2025
Second Reading:  
Pass: 
Fail: 
Other: 
Bill 14-25-F. Funding for the Veterans Day 5K Event  

PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $358.11 for a Veterans Day 5K Event.  

WHEREAS:  		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and

WHEREAS: 	The event will take place on Saturday, November 15th at Kereiakes Park from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM, and  

WHEREAS: 	SGA will collect donations via a giveaway and food sales to support Bowling Green Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) program, and  

WHEREAS: 	The money from this bill will be used to purchase 7 dozen doughnuts (101.85) and 2 boxes of coffee ($33.26), 18 medals ($54), a Garmin Forerunner 55 ($169.00) for the giveaway prize, and  

WHEREAS: 	 	The first 18 racers to cross the finish line will receive an SGA engraved medal, and 

WHEREAS: 	Students who help set up, work the event, or help tear down will receive up to 5 service hours, and  

WHEREAS:  		Attending this event will count for two office hours for SGA senators, and  
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $358.11 towards the Veterans Day 5K Event.  
AUTHORS: 		Bradley Wagoner, CHHS Senator 
Maggie Phelps, PCAL Senator  
Garret Price, Junior Senator  
Sydney Rettig, Transfer Senator 
Lincoln Fasoldt, Senator At-Large 
SPONSORS:  	Community Relations Committee 
Enrollment and Student Experience 
CONTACTS: 		Robert Bedard, VFW Post 1298 Quartermaster ((270) 599-6428) 
Keriakes Park ((270) 393-3000)


First Reading: 11/4/2025
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail: 
Other: 
Bill 15-25-F. Funding for Emergency Food Assistance for the WKU Food Pantry 
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $500.00 in Emergency Assistance Funding to the WKU Food Pantry. 
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and 
WHEREAS: 	The WKU Food Pantry has already experienced a significant increase in student visitation over the past several weeks, with no indication that demand will decrease in the near future, and 
WHEREAS: 	Pantry staff report that students are increasingly requesting to visit more than once per week or to receive additional bags of items, signaling that the pantry is becoming a primary source of food for many patrons, and 
WHEREAS: 	This surge in usage demonstrates an urgent and immediate need for additional resources to ensure the pantry can continue to adequately support food-insecure students across campus, and 
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $500.00 in Emergency Assistance Funding to the WKU Food Pantry. 
AUTHORS: 		Caden Lucas, Junior Senator 
Amelia Tucker, Senator-At-Large 
SPONSORS: 		Legislative Operations Committee 
Enrollment & Student Experience Committee 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Committee
CONTACTS: 		Dr. Leslie North, Leslie.north@wku.edu 




First Reading: 11/4/2025
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 16-25-F. Funding for the Borrow-an-Umbrella Program
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $59.94 for the purchase of (6 Umbrellas) to establish a Borrow-an-Umbrella program through the SGA Office.
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: 	This initiative aligns with SGA’s mission to improve the student experience by creating practical and accessible resources for all students, and
WHEREAS: 	The umbrellas will be housed in the SGA Office and checked out through a simple sign-in and sign-out system managed by SGA office staff, and
WHEREAS: 	The Borrow-an-Umbrella program will allow students to borrow umbrellas on rainy days at no cost, promoting convenience, hospitality, and student wellness across campus, and
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $59.94 for the purchase of umbrellas for the Borrow-an-Umbrella Program.
AUTHORS: 		Malachi Humble, Senior Senator
Nolan Rongey, Senator At-Large
Ciin Lun, Mahurin Honors College Senator
SPONSORS: 		Campus Improvements and Sustainability Committee
CONTACTS:




First Reading: 11/4/2025
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail:
Other:

Bill 17-25-F. Funding for the Go With the Flow Program and WKU Food Pantry Donation Drive

PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
allocate $500.00 to the Go With The Flow program.

WHEREAS:  		The money will come from Legislative Discretionary Fund, and

WHEREAS:	The money from this bill will extend SGA’s previously existing partnership with Campus Recreation and Wellness to support the Go With the Flow program, which provides free menstrual products in women’s restrooms across campus, and 

WHEREAS: 	$500 will supply 1 full box of 500 Aunt Flow tampons that are expected to last one full semester, and 

WHEREAS: 	In addition to the Go With the Flow program funding, SGA will also support students by organizing a donation drive to collect nonperishable food items and hygiene products like toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, etc. benefitting the WKU Food Pantry, and
WHEREAS: 	Students will receive one service hour per two supplies donated with a maximum of 5 service hours offered, and 
WHEREAS: 		Donations can be dropped off in the SGA office and signed service hour forms will be available for pick-up, and 

THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky 
University will allocate $500 to support the Go with the Flow program and a donation drive for the WKU Food Pantry. 

AUTHORS: 		Jaden Marshall, ISEC Senator
Caroline Yates,  CEBS Senator
Will Derryberry, Sophomore Senator 

SPONSORS: 		Enrollment and Student Experience Committee

CONTACTS: 


First Reading:   11/4/2025             	
Second Reading:          	
Pass:  	
Fail:                      	
Bill 18-25-F. A Bill to Fund Raffle Prizes for The Hive Tabling Event
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $39.00 to purchase a HydroJug for the event to raffle.
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and 
WHEREAS: 	The Hive is a non-profit organization that helps adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities thrive. It does this through events such as coffee chats, fun and games, as well as outreach experiences like community farmers markets and a walking club, and 
WHEREAS: 		The fundraising efforts will go directly to The Hive organization.
WHEREAS: 	The Hive tabling event will take place on Thursday, November 13th from 2:30-6:30 PM in the Downing Student Union (DSU), and
WHEREAS: 	This event provides an opportunity to expand awareness of The Hive. Which is a non-profit organization for the disability community;  both for the University and the community at-large, and
WHEREAS: 	The main raffle items will be The Bloom Room Gift Card, Bloom Room Reef,  HyrdroJug ($39) and a WKU Sweatshirt , and
WHEREAS: 		Raffle tickets will be $3.00 for one ticket and $8.00 for three, and
THEREFORE: 	That the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $39.00 for the purchase of a HydroJug for The Hive tabling event. 
AUTHORS: 		Sydney Rettig, Transfer Senator 
SPONSORS: 		Action & Opportunity Committee

CONTACTS: 	The Hive office@thehivebg.org , Student Accessibility Ambassadors
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