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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Eighth Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Tuesday, September 30th, 2025

1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on September 30th, 2025, at 5:02 PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Adegoju
ii. Senator Bailey
iii. Senator Derryberry
iv. Senator Harvey
v. Senator Lee
vi. Senator Price
vii. Senator Yates
c. Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved.
4. Guest and Student Speakers
a. Andrea Anderson
i. House Bill 4 prohibits the University from giving preferential treatment to 5 classes- sex, race, religion, national origin, and color. The attorney general’s office oversees the enforcement of this legislation.
ii.  HB4 is comprised of six statutes that went into effect in June. 
iii. Faculty has academic freedom. There is limitations under this bill.
iv. [bookmark: _Int_t539pkFI]There is a committee with the Provost that has been reviewing courses related to DEI.
v. HB4 states you cannot be incentivized to attend DEI speakers or events. Scholarships or organizational events cannot be supported by the University if they give preferenctial treatment to those 5 classes. 
vi. All six statutes of this legislation apply to SGA because we are funded by the University. 
vii. We can continue to fund the organizations we support if we have content neutral requirements.
viii. Senator Mitchell asked if there are any concerns the SGA social media accounts should have in regard to this bill. Mrs. Anderson replied that the promotion of events under HB4 needs to be left up to the organizations responsible. 
ix. CCO Jenkins asked if there is someone we can reach out to if we have questions regarding social media content. Mrs. Anderson replied that her contact information is on her website.
x. Senator Lucas asked if there are any words or phrases, we need to change in our legislation so that they don’t get flagged. Mrs. Anderson replied that we need to review our front facing documents with a key word search. 
xi. Senator Butler asked what this transition has looked like for our pride center. Mrs. Anderson answered that there is a committee chaired by Dr. Sales and Dean Thrasher that has reviewed the funding and spaces for the Pride Center and ISEC. She stated we cannot provide space voluntarily to them if we are charging other organizations to rent the space.
xii. Senator Marshall asked how this bill specifically impacts ISEC. Mrs. Anderson answered that ISEC will now start targeting students that are of the population of at-risk students and will now report under the Dean of Students.
xiii. Senator Martin asked if student organizations that support DEI efforts can still receive financial aid from SGA. Mrs. Anderson and President Robinson answered that yes because our Org Aid applications are content neutral. 
xiv. Senator VanRude asked how this will affect LOCs. Mrs. Anderson stated that we will focus on moving towards only academic LOCs and will focus on student preferences. 
xv. Senator Ismail asked how we make students that are a part of these 5 groups feel safe and heard. Mrs. Anderson stated that is the priority and we have work to make this happen. Let these groups know that SGA is an open door. 
xvi. The Board of Regents have adopted University Neutrality.
xvii. Senator Humble asked why this legislation was passed in the first place. Mrs. Anderson replied that this was not passed because of WKU, but because of other universities that have had issues. There is a national trend of southern states passing legislation that is similar. In 2024, there was testimony in the Senate of Kentucky of a student who did not get a job and failed a paper because of this. 
xviii. Senator Humble asked where the funding previously supporting ISEC is going. Mrs. Anderson replied that ISEC is mostly supported by donors. 
xix. Senator Rettig asked if we are hosting events can we still specify that they are for non-traditional students. 
5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. [bookmark: _Int_Z3Dnpg7r][bookmark: _Int_sRrAZBPF]The HB4 is important. Our job is to represent and look out for the students, so if you have any questions please contact me. I am working with Dr. Sales.
ii. Appointment of Vanessa Ocampo to Senior Senator.
1. No questions.
2. Speeches of Affirmation
a. Senator Marshall says this makes him excited and happy to see more ISEC representation. 
3. No speeches of negation.
4. Voice Vote
a. Unanimous Yes.
iii. Happy birthday Amelia!
iv. “You have no control over how the world treats you, but you have complete control over how you treat the world”
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i.  I need 10 students to serve on the Faculty Award Committee. 
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon
i. Org Aid grading is done! We graded 70+ applications. 
ii. The budget is up to date. 
iii. Reach out if you have any questions for bills. 
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i. We booked the Christmas party!
ii. We are out of dental vouchers. 
iii. New calculators are in, and we have a new daily checkout process in place. 
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins
i. Thank you to everyone for sending me your sizing forms!
ii. We are giving away two tickets to the Blanco Brown meet and greet.
iii. If you want access to the drive of what we are working on, email me. 
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple
i. Office hours are due. 
ii. Potential dates to have senate meetings
iii. Keep submitting senator of the month forms!
iv. Keep up the good work!
· Senator Lucas motioned to move out of bylaws. 
· Seconded by Senator Powell
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
· Senator Lucas motioned to cancel the October 14th  and 24th meetings. 
· Seconded by Senator Barker
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
· Senator Lucas motioned to hold meetings on October 9th and 16th  
· Seconded by Senator Rettig
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
· Senator Lucas motioned to move out of bylaws. 
· Seconded by Senator Powell
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. [bookmark: _Int_9DPuT5BR]Reminder to send your committee meeting minutes to my topper email. 
ii. Have a great fall break!
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas
i. The yearly safety report was sent out for this year. I encourage you to read it and look over it. 
ii. LOC has decided to move our meetings to Mondays at 4:30pm in the conference room.
iii. The deadline to submit legislation is still on Mondays at 4:00pm. 
iv. If you have questions let me know!
b. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker 
i. [bookmark: _Int_4UJZOVLq]I am meeting with the Provost very soon. 
ii. I am meeting with WKU Restaurant group to discuss extending Commons dining hours.
iii. If you want to help table or grade scholarships fill out the form in your email. 
iv. The scholarship deadline is in November. 
c. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. CCO Jenkins stated they are working on a professor of the month voted by the students. 
ii. If you want access to the graphics and who is working on the graphics, reach out. 
d. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck 
i. Big Red Rise is tomorrow at 6:30am. 
ii.  If you have any ideas, we would love to hear them!
iii. Senator Humble is investigating adding a new restaurant on campus. 
e. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. Are there any dates that would work better for the pumpkin carving event?
ii. We would love to have you at our meetings!
iii. Shout out to my committee members!
iv. The action and opportunity committee was created to help students feel safe in response to the passing of HB4. 
f. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. We are changing our meeting time to after the senate meetings. 
ii. I am meeting with Dr. Sales this week. 
iii. Resolutions will be going to LOC soon. 
g. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i.  Welcome Senator Terry to our committee.
ii. I met with Rash in regard to the Veteran's Day 5k.
iii. We are working on the Pink Walk. 
· Point of Information to Senator Phelps
· [bookmark: _Int_ljo5PhHM]The announcement system on the WKU buses does not work, so Senator Phelps met and discussed it with Parking and Transportation. They stated they have been working on the lengthy process to fix it. They also touched on how they offer great transportation services that students do not know about. So, email Senator Phelps if you have any ideas/questions. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Blake Graham 
i. JC meets on Wednesdays biweekly.
ii. Happy fall break!
b. Swearing In: Blake Graham
i. Swearing in the newly appointed Senior Senator, Vanessa Ocampo. 
c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1. No report. 
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. No report. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price
1. No report.
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. Evan will be attending the meeting next week. 
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
1. No report.
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: TBD
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. We met this afternoon and approved two new courses for the colonnade courses. 
2. We will meet again next month. 
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. No report.
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report.
8. Unfinished Business
a. Bill 7-25-F. Funding for “Birthday Boxes” for the Office of Sustainability’s Food Pantry
i. Senator Tucker stated that we need to meet students’ needs very well physically. She said now we need to meet them emotionally. It's expensive to celebrate birthdays, but these celebrations are important for building connections and meeting students’ emotional needs. Each birthday cake contains a cake mix, container of icing, birthday banner, candles, and a can of soda. 
ii. Questions
1. Senator Terry asked how quickly Senator Tucker imagines these boxes to be used. Senator Tucker replied that it depends on the number of people having birthdays and that she will stay in contact with the food pantry. 
· Point of Information to Caden Lucas on if we can use the Sprites in the SGA Office.
· Senator Humble moved to ammend Bill-7-25-F to say 20 cake boxes, 20 containers, 20 containers of icing, 20 birthday banners, 20 candles, and remove the 12 cans of soda. 
· Senator Tucker took the amendment as friendly. 
2. Senator Vietze asked where the pricing came from. Senator Tucker answered that it is from the Walmart in Bowling Green. 
iii. Speeches of Affirmation 
1. Senator Barker stated that he is proud of Senator Tucker and approves of this legislation.
2. Senator Lucas stated that this is a testament to Senator Tucker’s character. 
3. Senator Rettig says that she loves this idea and would love to help.
· Point of Information to CFO Jerdon. He stated that he is calculating $155. 
iv.  No speeches of Negation
v. Voice vote
· Unanimous yes. 	
b. Bill 8-25-F. Funding for the Western Kentucky University Food Pantry
i. Motion to table Bill 8-25-F
1. Seconded by Senator Barker
2. Passed
9. New Business
a. Bill 9-25-F. Funding for the SGA Pink Walk
10. Announcements
a. President Robinson stated for new senators to see him after the meeting. 
b. Senator Lucas reminded everyone about the city ambassador program. 
c. Senator Marshall said to have a great fall break. 
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Barker made a motion to adjourn. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Lucas. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 6:28pm 






First Reading: 9/23/2025
Second Reading: 9/30/2025
Pass: 
Fail:

Other: 
Bill 7-25-F. Funding for “Birthday Boxes” for the Office of Sustainability’s Food Pantry
PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $101.00 for “Birthday Boxes” for the Office of Sustainability’s Food Pantry. 
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and 
WHEREAS: 		According to Dr. Leslie North of the WKU Office of Sustainability around 19 students visit the WKU Food Pantry daily showing immediate need, and 
WHEREAS: 		Students who are facing financial insecurity often to have to choose physical needs such as food and hygiene over purchases such as cakes, candles, and other expensive celebration related items, and 
WHEREAS: 		Birthday boxes, containing cake mix ($13.44 for 12 boxes), icing ($23.54 for 12 containers) , birthday candles ($11.64 for 12 sets, soda (which replaces the eggs and milk) ($7.92 for 12 cans), a birthday banner ($23.38 for 12 banners), and disposable baking dish ($17.88 for 12 pans), have previously been created for the Food Pantry in the past and quickly utilized by students ,and 
WHEREAS: 		This funding will allow for the creation of 12 birthday boxes to be made and delivered to the food pantry, and 
WHEREAS: 		Hilltoppers deserve to be celebrated and seen, regardless of financial status, 
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $101.00 to fund “Birthday Boxes” for the Office of Sustainability’s Food Pantry. 

AUTHORS: 		Amelia R. Tucker, Senator at Large 
Caden Lucas, Junior Senator 
Veronica Butler, Senator at Large 
SPONSORS:		Legislative Operations Committee 
CONTACTS: 		Dr. Leslie North - Leslie.North@wku.edu
First Reading: 9/23/2025
Second Reading: 9/30/2025
Pass: 
Fail: 
Other: 
Bill 8-25-F. Funding for the Western Kentucky University Food Pantry 
PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $500.00 for the WKU Food Pantry
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and 
WHEREAS: 		The WKU Food Pantry is a free resource for all students and operates off of donations from campus organizations and local donors, and 
WHEREAS: 		Allocated funds from this bill will be used to purchase hygiene products like tampons (864), pads (1,056), toothbrushes (300), toothpaste (30), shampoo and conditioner (40 sets), which are often expensive yet much needed items, and 
WHEREAS: 		In addition to the Student Government Association’s contributions, a donation drive will be organized to collect hygiene items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, etc., and 
WHEREAS: 		Students will receive one service hour per two supplies donated with a maximum of 5 service hours offered, and 
WHEREAS: 	Donations can be dropped off in the SGA office and signed service hour forms will be available for pick-up, and 
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $500.00 towards the WKU Food Pantry. 

AUTHORS: 		Caroline Yates, College of Education and Behavioral Sciences Senator
Jaden Marshall, ISEC Senator
Will Derryberry, Sophomore Senator
SPONSORS: 		Enrollment and Student Experience Committee
CONTACTS: 		Dr. Leslie North, leslie.north@wku.edu

First Reading: 9/30/2025
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail: 
Other: 
Bill 9-25-F. Funding for the SGA Pink Walk 
PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $188.92 for the SGA Pink Walk for Breast Cancer Awareness. 
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and  
WHEREAS: 	The funds allocated from this bill will be used to purchase 250 bracelets for $129, 5 cases of water for $27.35, 2 rolls of pink ribbon for 14.98, hot glue sticks for $7.60, and safety pins for 9.99, and 
WHEREAS:		The aforementioned materials will be given out during the SGA Pink Walk on October 22nd, and  
WHEREAS:		The remaining items will be left in the SGA office to be given out throughout the month of October.  
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $188.92 for the SGA Pink Walk for Breast Cancer Awareness.
AUTHORS:		Savanna Kurtz, Student Body Vice President 
Bradley Wagoner, CHHS Senator  
Maggie Yelton, Chief of Staff  
SPONSORS:		Community Relations Committee  
CONTACTS:		Andrew Rash, andrew.rash@wku.edu  
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